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ZELJKO KOMSIC AT KIDS FEST

Kids Fest Is Implementing Things
the Education Is Supposed to

BiH Presidency member Zeljko
Komic visited yesterday Kids
Fest in Sarajevo, and was wel-

comed by the organizer Susanne Prahl
Landzo. Komsic met with the Kids Fest
team, who screened video materials
from previous days for him.

"I'm speaking first as a parent, and then
as a Presidency member. It is unusual
that the international community in
BiH was supporting the festival all
these years and the local institutions
ignored it. I hope the next year will be

different. I have the feeling that the Kids
Fest is successfully implementing things
that the education system in Bosnia is
supposed to. Congratulations to the
organizers, whose efforts evidently
resulted with a success. What I saw was
beyond my expectations."
Susanne Prahl Landzo said the visit of
Presidency member Komsic was a sym-
bolical proof that the Bosnian authorities
are ready to walk together with children
towards the EU. 
"It means a lot to us we saw an honest
reaction from parents during the visit of
Presidency member Komsic."
British Ambassador Michael Tatham
also visited Kids Fest yesterday. He
voiced his support to the organizers and
stressed the importance of the festival
for future generations. British diplomat
read his favorite fairytale to the children
and participated in creative workshops.
Sarajevo police was in charge of one of
the most spectacular events at the festi-
val. Landing a helicopter in front of the
Zetra hall marked traditional Police Day. 

Over 40.000 children visited the festival
this year. This year's Kids Fest was offi-
cially closed yesterday. 

Republika Srpska and BiH Federation
ministries of health, in cooperation with
UNDP, started a camping on HIV aware-

ness, with a call to visit the nearest cen-
ter for counseling and testing. So called
DPST centers provide anonymous and
free tests and advices from professional
health workers engaged in the project of
fighting against HIV/AIDS.
UNDP and its partners are encouraging
Bosnians to use condoms and minimize
risk of HIV infection with the message
"Wise up. Protect yourself", addressing
the young population, but its aim is also
to make sexual protection a part of
health concern of every individual. 

Wise Up. Protect Yourself

In the complex of the Franciscan
monastery of the Holy John the
Baptist in Kraljeva Sutjeska, a donor
gathering was held under the motto
"To Sutjeska with Love", where
donors were invited to help the recon-
struction of the monastery and church.
Several hundreds guests arrived.
Patron of this gathering was BiH
Parliament and one of the hosts deputy
chair of House of Representatives
Niko Lozancic in his address stated
that the mere presence of so many
guests tells that the activity has been a
success and that this was the best mes-
sage from Kraljeva Sutjeska. 
HR Valentin Inzko was also present
and he addressed the guests and under-
lined the variety of cultures and reli-
gions in BiH as an incredible wealth
and not the reason for conflicts in the
land in which its people still cherish
the warmth of neighboring relations
and family life, which are values that
are fading away in West Europe.

To Sutjeska 
with Love

President of Trade Union of Elem-
entary School Teachers of Herz-
egovina-Neretva Canton Slavko Laus,
said at the press conference held in
Mostar that the Trade Union will sup-
port the announced strike of warning
of the Confederation of Independent
Trade Unions of FBiH, and take all
legal measures so that the Emergency
Law would not become effective. On
behalf of the Trade Union of Police of
HNC, Franjo Dujmovic, announced
that policemen, if the Emergency Law
has been adopted, will perform only
the duties for which they are paid.
Under the Law night and overtime
work are not paid, so police announce
that they will not safeguard football
matches and similar events. 

Police Warn They
Won't Do Night Shifts 

Turkish Tourism Reps Discussed
Cooperation in Sarajevo

Sarajevo city administration received
representatives of the association of
Turkish Tourist Agencies (TURSAB).
They discussed possibilities of cooper-
ation between Sarajevo canton and
Turkish tourist sector. TURSAB deputy
chair Riza Epikmen stated that it is
obvious that a lot more Bosnians come
to Turkey then there are Turkish

tourists in BiH and that the goal of
Turkey is to increase arrival of their
tourists up to ten times.  
TURSAB is a professional agency which
main goal is development of tourist pro-
fession in harmony with economy and
tourist sector of the country as well as
protection of professional ethics and sol-
idarity. TURSAB has 5.870 members.
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Enjoy Every Day, US Ambassador
Tells Kids Fest Visitors 

Fifth day of this year's Kids Fest
was concluded with a screening of
animated movie The Tale of

Despereaux. Embassies of Greece,
Switzerland, Malaysia and United States
presented their stands yesterday in front
of the Zetra Hall in Sarajevo. 

American Ambassador, Charles English,
paid visit to Kids Fest. He visited the
American stand with his daughter and
greeted children.
"I wish to say to children from the
entire country to enjoy the magnificent
production of Kids Festival. Use every
day presented to you. I hope we will
have the first American guests artists in
coming years."

BiH Presidency member Zeljko
Komsic will visit Kids Fest today, on
the closing day of the festival. This will
be the first official visit of a representa-
tive of local authorities. 
Today's program will start at 1 pm with a
play of the Novi Zivot theater from
Zagreb. Novi Zivot is a theater of blind.
This is the first participation of the
Croatian Embassy at Kids Fest. 

CoE Secretary General Accepts to Patron Sarajevo Winter Festival 
Council of Europe Secretary General
Terry Davis has accepted to patron the
XXVI International Festival Sarajevo
Winter 2010, which will be held from
February 7 to 29, 2010, the festival
organizers said. In a letter addressed to
director of the Festival Ibrahim Spahic,
Secretary General stressed that CoE and
Sarajevo Winter share the same values,
due to which reason Davis accepts the

auspices with pleasure. The Festival's
Directorate received many propositions
from Asia, America, Africa, Europe and
Australia. 
The Directorate especially stressed the
importance of cultural connections and
dialogue of Europe, Spain and America
project along with the announced hold-
ing of Forum of IBN Arabi in Sarajevo
in cooperation with IITM from Madrid.

Modern Japanese Film Week has been
confirmed as well. 
The enormous interest for the festival is
a result of prestigious international
recognitions of artists and international
institutions. 
The Directorate stressed that they will do
everything to establish BIH Alliance of
Art Festivals and promote Sarajevo as
the European cultural capital of 2014. 

BiH Security Minister Tarik Sadovic
and Konjic Municipality Head Emir
Bubalo hosted in Sarajevo a delegation
from Turkey, headed by Minister of Tu-
rkish Administration for International
Cooperation Faruk Celik, who came to
attend the opening ceremony of recon-
structed Stone Bridge in Konjic. The
Turkish delegation, consisting of 164
members including state ministers,
entrepreneurs and cultural workers,
headed to Mostar and Blagaj after
Sarajevo, and later to Konjic. 
The 1682 stone bridge was reconstructed
by the Turkish Minister of International
Cooperation which donated 2,756,000

Euros for its reconstruction. 
The opening ceremony was be attend-
ed by numerous high officials, repre-
sentatives of international community,
citizens from Konjic and neighboring
municipalities. 

Turkish Delegation at the 
Opening of Konjic Bridge

Hearing-impaired and deaf persons
association called upon BiH
Parliament to adopt the a law on sign
language, which would determine the
right of deaf persons to use the sign
language and their right to be
informed through corresponding tech-
niques. Beside that, this law proposal
determines the quantity and way of
realizing the right on sign language
interpreter for the purpose of inclusion
of deaf people in to the social life, giv-
ing them equal rights and conditions
and possibilities as other persons have.   
"There are four deaf persons today in
Europe who are MPs. Those people
are Adam Kosta, Helga Stevens,
Dimitra Arapoglu and Helen Jarmer.
Such a success of deaf persons was
never registered in history. This clear-
ly shows that there are no barriers for
sign language in politics", BiH
Hearing-impaired and deaf persons
association statement writes. 
Among the rest it was pointed out that
one of the reasons for this law adoption
is harmonization of the BiH legislation
with the European Union resolutions.  

Law on Sign
Language Has
to Be Adopted 

Konjic

Charles English

Deputy Head of EU Police Mission,
Domenico Paterna, will award today
six students, winners of the nation-
wide competition organized for pri-
mary schools students, for the best
essays and paintings on the theme
"Police Officer, My Friend," at the
Zetra Olympic Center in Sarajevo.
The event is part of the program mark-
ing the Police Day at Kid's Fest.   
The best three essays and the best
three paintings have been selected
out of hundreds works received from
across the country. 
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KIDS FESTIVAL

Building Bridges of Tomorrow
Former High Representative to

BiH, Christian Schwartz-Schill-
ing, paid visit to the Kids Fest,

held in Sarajevo, and voiced his sup-
port to the annual event that brings tog-
ether thousands of Bosnian children.
He was accompanied by the EUFOR's

Chief of Staff Brigadier Robert
Lowenstein. Kids Fest is being held in
Sarajevo's Zetra Hall. 
Constantino Longares Barrio, First
Secretary, Head of Operations Section
for Democracy and Social Development
of the European Commission Delegation

to Bosnia and Herzegovina expressed his
satisfaction that the European Com-
mission has again been able to support
Kids Festival. 
"The European Commission has donated
100,000 Euros for Kid's Festival. The
Festival aims to create much better con-
ditions for our children, and that is our
ultimate goal when we provide financing
such as this." 
Barrio said the Festival represents "a very
good example of cooperation among dif-
ferent donors" and he mentioned other
participating organizations, including the
OSCE, the Swiss cooperation develop-
ment agency, NATO, UNICEF, and civil
society organizations, as well as the City

of Sarajevo, the Sarajevo Canton
Ministry of Culture and Sports, and pri-
vate institutions such as Raiffeisen Bank
and others, that are helping to make this
year's Festival a success. 
"We believe that bringing children
together is the most important element,"

Barrio said.
"We hope that initiatives like
this will help establish links
which may not exist today, or
reinforce small links that have
already been established." 
Noting that BiH has signed the
UN Convention on the Rights
of Children, Barrio pointed out
that there were still a number
of important institutional and
legislative steps that had to be
taken in order to comply with
UN norms on the children

rights, as well as The theme of this
year's Festival "All Different, All
Equal" has been supported by UNI-
CEF, which is celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of the Convention on the
Rights of Children. 
"The Convention has brought measura-
ble and concrete advances for children
and for their protection," said Anne-
Claire Dufay of UNICEF. 
"During this Kids Festival, UNICEF and
partners will organize workshops, con-
tests, games and quizzes. Children will
play and learn about children's rights and
about the UN's millennium development
goals, about social inclusion, tolerance
and cultural understanding." 

Mayor of Sarajevo Alija Behmen
received Special Representative of
Council of Europe Secretary General to
BiH Caroline Ravaud, with whom he
talked over the current situation in the
City of Sarajevo and in BiH. Ravaud
invited City of Sarajevo to apply for
membership in Strasbourg Club. Mayor
Behmen thanked to the guest on this
proposal, and stressed how City of
Sarajevo will apply for membership in
this respectable organization. 
"This City Administration can not wait
too slow integration of the state in Eur-
opean structures, and we will go much
earlier, and this is one of the opportuni-

ties for that," Behmen said. 
He introduced Special CoE Repres-
entative to BiH with activities on con-
struction of joint plan for construction
of capacities for energy management
over cities, as well as on joint project of
Sarajevo, Zagreb and Podgorica. 
They also discussed the fact for Canton
Sarajevo refuses to change the Law on
principles of local self-administration,
due to which the city is in completely
depending and inferior position and,
therefore, it soon plans to file charges
against the Canton before BiH Fed-
eration Constitutional Court. Mayor
Behmen estimated that this kind of situ-

ation could be overcome on the best
way with constitutional solution. 
"Regulations on issues of local self-
administration should be included in
the Constitution and then City as the
institution would not depend from any
Prime Minister or from delegates,"
Behmen said. Ravaud agreed that this
would be the best solution, and
announced the support.
Strasbourg Club has 38 cities, and it is
also open for cities which are yet to join
to European Union. It implements an
entire line of activities, like training in
the field of financial instruments of EU
and possibilities of applying in EU funds. 

Sarajevo Invited to Join Strasbourg Club

Christian Schwartz-Schilling enjoys bright ambience of the
Kids Fest

Marking 50 years of French-German
friendship was organized within the
Kid's Festival. Five decades ago, fate-
ful handshake between Conrad
Adenauer and Charles De Gaulle
marked a new beginning for two
neighboring countries. Famous Elysee
Agreement of French-German friend-
ship as the fundament of European

Union has been signed in 1963, and
Kid's Festival wanted to mark this
jubilee in its way: with musicians and
artists from France, Germany, BiH and
Canada who showed how borders are
successfully crossed and how spirit of
community is being built, the Festival
informed. Ambassador of France
Maryse Berniau and Ambassador of
Germany Joachim Schmidt were
guests of the Festival on this occasion.  

Maryse Berniau and Joachim Schmidt
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Artists of the Kids Fest are visiting the Pediatric Clinic in Sarajevo 
for several days now, performing for the little patients

Norwegian, Italian Ambassadors 
Enjoy Festival with Bosnian Children

Norwegian Ambassador Jan Bra-
athu visited the Kids Festival, held
in Sarajevo's Zetra hall, and

expressed his good wishes to the partici-
pants and organizers of the event.

"I visited the festival for the first time last
year, and it was clear to me the Embassy
had to be actively involved. We supported

the festival financially this year, because
we believe in the potential of development
of unity feeling children feel today. I con-
gratulate the organizers."
Kids Festival also hosted the newly

appointed Italian Ambassador, Raimondo
de Cardona. Yesterday was his first work
day in Bosnia.

"This is a fantastic event for children. I will
surely remember my first days in Bosnia
thanks to this amazing amount of positive
energy and children smiles."
Artists of the Kids Fest are visiting the

Pediatric Clinic in Sarajevo for several
days now, performing for the little patients.
"Children who are in hospitals now and
can't be with us in Zetra are participating in
the Kids Festival in this way. We wish they
get well soon and be with us next year in
the festival," said the festival's director
Susanne Prahl Landzo. Programs of the
Kids Festival start every day at 2 pm.Two-day regional conference on prom-

otion of heritage of the ICTY, organized
by The United Nations Interregional
Crime and Justice Research Institute
(UNICRI), in cooperation with In-
ternational Criminal Tribunal for former
Yugoslavia, started in Sarajevo yesterday.
The Conference was an opportunity for
presentation of the Manual on practice of
ICTY, as well as for presentation of the
initiative of UNICRI on providing of sup-
port to missions of international courts. 
The Manual, which has been prepared
in cooperation with UNICRI as part of
the project which is directed on promo-

tion of "Tribunal Heritage" give a clear
insight and analysis of the most effec-
tive and innovative practice which have
been developed before that court since
its founding till today. 
Presenting of the Manual in Sarajevo
has double importance - assessment of
applicability of visions and practice
which are part of the Manual on
national and on international level,
and discussion on common goals of
heritage of international courts in the
sense of implementation of possible
joint steps in their implementation and
dissemination. 

Promotion of International 
Tribunal's Heritage

The City of Mostar is still without a
mayor after the officials from Mostar
City Council failed to appoint some-
one to this position, after 13 attempts.
Croat Democrat Union (HDZ) BiH
candidate Ljubo Beslic and Party for
Democratic Action candidate Suad
Hasandedic did not receive sufficient
votes at yesterday's City Council ses-
sion. Both candidates received 14
votes together with 6 abstentions. 
Vice-President of SDA Delegates'
Club Murat Coric announced that this
party, which has 6 mandates in the
City Council, will not take part any-
more in the election process and called
for all other parties to elect a new
mayor without their votes. 
President of Croat Delegates' Club
Zivko Budimir from Croats Party of
Rights asked for the dissolution of the
City Council and for new elections. 

Mostar Still 
without Mayor

Jan Braathu with the festival's PR officer Haris BilalovicAlma Telibecirevic and Raimondo de Cardona
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